La Casa Montessori Playgroup

La Casa Montessori Playgroup is a preschool playgroup committed to Montessori principles, such as independent exploration of the environment, introduction of math, reading, writing and science concepts using specially designed, developmentally appropriate materials, and nurturing self-discipline and social harmony through Virtues education and positive language and role-modeling, as described in the Conscious Discipline Model.  Components of the program include weekly music class using the Musikgarten curriculum, nature exploration through the Nature Academy model, and Early Learning Fun (E.L.F.) Spanish with integration of daily Spanish conversation with a native speaker.   A “Book Bag” literacy program, including books in Spanish as well as English, provides parents with the opportunity to support the love of reading and includes an activity or craft to complete with the child at home.   Basic skills testing and learning style assessments are available to be administered, upon request, and will be provided at the end of the Spring session to the parent.
La Casa supports environmental responsibility by incorporating the practices of recycling and re-using resources by the children in the daily operation of the program.  Organic and environmentally sustainable foods are offered for snack when available.
La Casa is committed to serving families and the greater community through parent education opportunities, seasonal gatherings, field trips and community service projects.   A library of parent resources, family memberships at local educational attractions and educator discount cards at local bookstores are available to families.  Materials used in the classroom may be checked out by family members for use at home.
La Casa recognizes that we are members of a global family and is therefore committed to creating awareness and appreciation of our diverse cultures, religions, customs and heritage.  This diversity is reflected in the materials, activities, artwork and celebrations in the classroom.
“It takes a whole village to raise a child.”  - African Proverb

SCHEDULE:
Program runs from 8:30 am until 11:30 am on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Snack is provided and consists of whole grains, fruit or vegetable (preferably seasonal and organic), and water.  At 11:00 each class day, parents are expected to participate with their child in the Nature Academy on Tuesdays and in the Musikgarten class on Thursdays.  These programs are free of charge to participating families.  A fee for these classes is charged for families who are not enrolled in the full, two-day program.
The program follows Anne Arundel County Public School holiday schedule and snow policy for AM Kindergarten.  The Fall session runs from September through November.  The Winter session runs from December through February.  Spring session runs from March through May.

The program may provide a shortened Summer session, based on the interest of participating families.  This session will run six to eight weeks, between the 2nd week in June and the 2nd week in August.

TUITION:

Tuition is $900/session, due the first week of each month.  A late fee of $20 is applied each month tuition is not received by the 1st Friday of the month.   Absence from the program will not constitute a deduction from the tuition, unless approved by the director, as in the case of extended absence due to vacation, family emergency or illness.












     Initials:_____
SICK POLICY:

Children may not attend the program if the following symptoms are present:

*Active discharge
*Fever, vomiting, chills, wheezing or shortness of breath
*Irritations or secretions of the eye

*Active (rattling) cough or frequent sneezing

At the discretion of the Director, the parents will be contacted to arrange for the child to be picked up if these symptoms are evident.  Staff will not administer ANY medication. 








              Initials:_____
DRESS REQUIREMENTS

Children should wear clothing that is appropriate to the process of learning – items may become messy from paint, glue, ink or food.  Washable paints and inks will be used in the classroom, but parents are advised to dress their child in clothes that they don’t mind getting soiled.  Children should wear close-toed shoes to school.  Children may bring a pair of slippers or slipper-socks to wear in class.  Children should bring a plastic bag containing a complete set of extra clothes to leave at school, including a jacket or sweater, underwear and socks.  The child’s name must be clearly marked on the bag and on each item of clothing.









Initials____
ABSENT/TARDY POLICY
Parents are required to notify the director before the beginning of class if the child will be late or absent.  If the child will be absent for an extended period of time due to vacation or family emergency, the parent must notify the director in writing of the dates the child will not be in class.  Tuition adjustments may be made at the discretion of the director.










Initials____
STUDENT FILES

Files will be maintained on each student in a secure, locked container.  Parents may obtain a copy of their child’s file upon request to the director.  All student information is confidential.   Files may contain progress reports, basic skills assessments, correspondence with parents, health records, enrollment forms and any documents related to the child’s participation in the program. 




Initials____
